
 

 

 
https://annpublisher.org/ojs/index.php/envisci                                            Vol 1 No 1 August 2025 

 

Amiruddin Hamigu 

DOI 10.62885/envisci.v1i1.952   | 40  

  

The Influence of Law on the Social Environment Structure in 

Society 
 

Amiruddin Hamigu 1, Novelya Atmadja 1, Sugiyanto 2 
 

1 Master of Health Law Student, College of Military Law, Central Jakarta 
2 Lecturer of Sociology Course, College of Military Law, Central Jakarta 

Email sugiyantoaphi@gmail.com 
 

Abstract  

Background. Law and social structure are two fundamental aspects in people's lives that influence and 

shape each other. Social structure refers to the organizational and relational patterns that govern the 

interactions of individuals and groups in a society. Meanwhile, law serves as a set of rules designed to 

regulate behavior, resolve conflicts, and maintain order. 

Purpose. The purpose of writing this research article is to examine the influence of law on the social 

structure of society by focusing on how legal regulation affects the pattern of social relations and hierarchy 

in society. The main objective of this research is to understand the mechanisms by which law plays a role 

in the formation and change of social structures in society.  

Method. The methods used in this study included qualitative and quantitative analysis, with data 

collection through surveys, in-depth interviews, and case studies.  

Result. The findings show that law serves not only as a regulatory tool, but also as a shaping element of social structure 

that influences the distribution of power, status, and access to resources.  

Conclusion. The results of this study show that changes in legal policy can cause significant shifts in the 

social structure, either directly through changes in the rules and indirectly through social and economic 

impacts. 

Implications. The implications of these findings highlight the importance of considering social aspects 

in legal policy formulation. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The influence of law on the environment of social structures can be seen in various 

aspects, from the formation of social norms to the redistribution of power and resources. Laws not 

only reflect people's values and beliefs, but they can also serve as a tool for social change. For 

example, legal reform can change patterns of social stratification or strengthen the rights of certain 

groups. 
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In this context, it is important to understand how law affects social structures and vice 

versa, as well as the impact of those interactions on social well-being and justice. This research 

aims to explore the dynamic relationship between law and social structures, as well as analyze 

how changes in the legal system can affect different aspects of people's lives. 

 

METHOD 

From the background presented by the author above, in this study the problems to be 

analyzed in this study are formulated as follows: How does the implementation of the law affect 

changes in the social structure of society? What is the role of law in the formation of social norms 

and cultural change in society? Using the literature review method.  

 

DISCUSSION  

Changes in social structure. 

Legal Implementation is the process of implementing and implementing legal regulations 

in the field. This includes actions by law enforcement agencies, courts, and other authorities. The 

goal is to create legal certainty, justice, and order in society. Implementation law can 

affect changes in the social structure of society in several ways. The changes in question are as follows: 

Normative change, i.e. law often reflects existing social values, but can also change them. 

For example, anti-discrimination laws can influence people's views of minority groups, 

encouraging inclusive and egalitarian norms. 

Regulating the Power Structure, which as a result of the implementation of the law can 

overhaul the power structure in society. For example, laws promoting women's rights or economic 

empowerment can change the power dynamics between genders, classes, or ethnic groups. Next 

is the Spread of Justice and Equality, where effectively implemented laws can increase access to 

justice and equality, reduce social inequality, and improve the living conditions of disadvantaged 

groups. 

Another change is Social Response and Adaptation, it can be seen that people often have 

to adapt to legal changes. This process can lead to shifts in social behavior, such as adjustments in 

the way people work, interact, and live their daily lives. 

Influence on Social Institutions is also a changes due to the implementation of the law 

that can affect social institutions such as family, education, and the economy. For example, laws on 

child custody or inclusive education can change the way institutions operate and affect social 
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structures more broadly. The last is Social Dynamics and Conflict, Changes in the law can trigger 

new social dynamics and conflicts, especially if the change is considered unfair by some of the 

society. This conflict management is an important part of a successful law implementation process. 

Overall, the implementation of the law is an important factor in the formation and 

transformation of social structures, with far-reaching impacts on various aspects of people's lives. 

 

Influence on Social Norms  

Social Change in the implementation of the law get affect  social structure by 

changing norms, values, and practices  deep  community. For example, new laws on 

gender equality could change the traditional role of gender. Social Structure includes social 

stratification systems, intergroup relationships, and social institutions such as family, education, 

and the economy. Changes in the law can affect social mobility, power distribution, and social 

relations. The role of law in the formation of social norms and cultural change in society is very 

significant. Here are some important aspects of the role of law in this context: 

Establishment of Social Norms, including: Enforcement of Rules where the law often 

reflects  and strengthening existing social norms in society. For example, laws against theft or 

violence reflect social norms that consider such acts unacceptable. Then Education and 

Socialization, law can function as a tool of social education. By establishing rules and sanctions, 

laws help educate people about what is considered right or wrong behavior in their social context. 

Cultural Change, among others: Legal Influence, namely law can be an agent of 

cultural change. For example, legislation on gender equality or human rights often encourages 

changes in views and people's behavior towards these issues. 

In response to change, sometimes the law also responds to the cultural changes that have 

already occurred in society. For example, the legal recognition of same-sex marriage in some 

countries is the result of changes in social views on relationships and gender identity. 

Balance and Conflict which is the relationship between: Law and Tradition, where there 

are times when new laws can conflict with existing social norms or traditions. In these cases, the 

law should be arranged in such a way as to strike a balance between respecting tradition and 

promoting social progress. The Change Process can be understood that legal change often involves 

a long and complex process, involving public debate, legislation, and sometimes Judicial. It 

reflects the dynamics between existing social norms and the drive for change. Overall, the law serves 

both as a tool for maintaining social norms and as a mechanism to facilitate cultural change, seeking 

to create the balance necessary for the development of society. 
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The Role of Law in the Formation of Social Norms, where law is used as a tool of 

socialization, is used to shape and strengthen social norms by setting standards of behavior that 

are expected in society. For example, laws prohibiting discrimination or domestic violence help 

shape more just and inclusive social norms. In addition to being used as a process of enforcement 

and supervision, the law also plays a role in enforcing social norms through the judicial system. 

Legal supervision helps ensure that individuals adhere to established norms, so that social norms 

can be consistently enforced. 

Law as a factor in cultural change, law is often a catalyst for cultural change. For 

example, legal reforms related to women's or LGBT rights can encourage changes in cultural 

values and accelerate the adoption of new norms in society. And in the process of change, the 

community's response to legal changes can affect the way people view and respond to cultural 

change. Societies may adjust their social norms to reflect changes in the law or, conversely, reject 

changes in the law that are deemed incompatible with their culture. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Law plays an important role in the formation of social norms and cultural change in society. Here 

are some conclusions: 

1. Establishment of Social Norms: Laws often reflect and reinforce the social norms that exist in 

society. By establishing rules and regulations, laws help regulate the behavior of individuals 

and groups, thus creating standards that are considered reasonable and acceptable in a social 

context. 

2. Cultural Change: Law can be a tool to drive change culture by promoting new values or 

reforms in society. For example, laws on gender equality or minority rights can influence social 

perspectives and behaviors, thus contributing to gradual cultural change. 

3. Implementation and Enforcement: The effectiveness of laws in shaping social norms and 

influencing cultural change depends on how well those laws are implemented and enforced. 

Without consistent enforcement, the law may not achieve its purpose and may lead to 

uncertainty in society. 

4. Interaction with Other Factors: The law does not work in isolation. Cultural change often 

involves interaction with other factors such as education, media, and the economy. The law 

can support these changes but usually requires support from other social aspects to achieve 

effective outcomes. 
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